Dana Thompson Lerch
January 21, 1938 - February 18, 2020

Dana Thompson Lerch of Willistown Twp., Newtown Square, PA died
peacefully on Feb. 18th, 2020 at age 82. Beloved husband of Gretchen Young
Lerch and father of Robert Bond Lerch (Elizabeth Laucks) and Richard Jones
Thompson Lerch (Sarah Elizabeth Fineran); also survived by his
grandchildren, Anna Bond Lerch, Elizabeth Jane Lerch, Elizabeth Mullan
Lerch, Katharine Kingdon Lerch and Richard Jones Thompson Lerch, Jr.; a
brother and a sister.

Dana was born in Albany, NY in 1938 to parents Marlin E. Lerch and Janet
Thompson Lerch who were originally from lowa and most recently of Malvern,
PA. The family moved to Buffalo, NY in 1944 and then to suburban
Philadelphia in 1946 where Dana lived over his lifetime in three area counties,
Delaware, Montgomery and Chester, but mostly in Haverford and Bryn Mawr.
Dana spent part of every summer of his life at his family lake home, the place
he loved most, Bowman Lake, Taborton, NY.

Dana was a 1955 graduate of The Episcopal Academy, then a 1959 graduate
of Cornell University where he was deeply involved with the Phi Gamma Delta
fraternity and the Cayuga’s Waiters Choral Society, of which he continued to
be involved through the alumni Waiters’ performances at Cornell reunions until
recently. Dana also attended Harvard Business School.

While still at Cornell, Dana married his high school sweetheart, Gretchen Ann
Young. Their first date had been on his 16th birthday, attending the “Soph
Hop” at Episcopal. The two enjoyed a wonderful marriage of sixty one years.



Dana had quite a career in the world of finance and corporate bonds. He first
learned the value of hard work as a teenager with a variety of jobs at Zane’s
Market in Averill Park, NY; Hauf’s Furniture Store in Albany, NY; the Vanleer |.
Bond Store in Drexel Hill, PA; The Sportsman’s Shop also in Drexel Hill, PA
and even walked a summer postman route in Upper Darby, PA. Upon
graduating from Cornell, he began his career in earnest with the commercial
lending department of The Associates in South Bend, IN. Dana then returned
to Philadelphia with Provident National Bank as a commercial lending officer,
before becoming a Founder and Partner of Smyth, Akins and Lerch, Inc. a
corporate bond specialty firm in Bryn Mawr, PA. When his partners retired,
Dana continued the firm’s activities through Cowen and Company a New York,
NY investment banking and brokerage firm as a Managing Director and
Partner. Then, upon his own “retirement” he continued to be active until his
final days as a consultant to Stock Market Mentor, a financial advisory
newsletter and on-line educational forum.

Outside of work, Dana was highly active in the community, fundraising for
Episcopal Academy for a number of years and volunteering as an Auditor for
Newtown Township in the 1960’s. A particular passion was Rotary Club
International. Dana was a charter member and past president of the Bryn
Mawr, PA club and was honored to be a Rotary Paul Harris Fellow. He was a
devout Presbyterian and firm believer in helping others. With The Presbyterian
Church, Dana was an Ordained Elder and contributed to the Newtown Square
Presbyterian Church choir and acted as the chairman of the new organ fund in
the 1960’s. At Ardmore Presbyterian Church through the early 1970’s, Dana
was involved with the choir and acted as chairman of the board of trustees
and chairman of the stained glass window restoration committee. Later, he
became a member of Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church where he and Gretchen
had been married in the chapel on December 27, 1958. Most recently, Dana
attended St. John’s Presbyterian Church, Devon, PA, enjoying the music
program and the Reverend Patrick Marshall’s inspiring sermons.

Dana was a long time member of the Merion Cricket Club in Haverford, PA



and also enjoyed his social and professional memberships over the years at
Schuyler Meadows Club in Loudonville, NY; the Racquet Club of Philadelphia;
the Bond Club of Philadelphia; the Bunkers, Philadelphia, PA and the
Philadelphia Securities and Exchange.

In Dana’s “free time” and particularly during his retirement years, he enjoyed
golf, tennis, classic and antique cars, choral music and crossword puzzles. As
a sports enthusiast, Dana especially enjoyed a lifelong passion for the
Philadelphia Eagles and was a long-time season ticket holder.

Always a gentleman first, Dana was quiet, humble, honest, loyal, reliable and
mostly treasured his immediate family, dedicating his life to their care. Dana
was equally devoted to his precious Labrador retriever, “Willa”, who he was
thrilled to have visit in the hospital before passing. Dana had a wonderful
sense of humor and loved sharing that with his friends, family and, particularly,
his sons.

His Service will be private for the immediate family. In lieu of flowers,
contributions may be made in Dana's memory to either , Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation, 555 Croton Road, Suite 111, King of Prussia, PA
19406(www.jdrf.org/greaterdelawarevalley), Dana-Farber Cancer Institute (ww
w.dana-farber.org) or Rotary International for ending Polio(https://www.rotary.o
rg/en/our-causes/ending-polio). The family is requesting that family and
friends please send any memories or stories they would like to share directly
to the family or submit via www.chadwickmckinney.com



Tribute Wall

Wonderful childhood memories.
Tom Alderman, born Jan. 21, 1938 in Albany.

tom alderman - July 02, 2021 at 08:23 PM

Dana was a Charter Member in 1969 of the Bryn Mawr Rotary Club.
He and Gretchen were very active in the Rotary Club's local and
International programs which included fund raising for many
community events and hosting exchange students from around the
globe. Dana was always ready with an appropriate zinger and will
be sorely missed by all of our club members.

Dick Cuff & Dave Fish
Dick Cuff - March 18, 2020 at 02:37 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Dana Thompson Lerch.

March 03, 2020 at 06:10 PM
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Dana graduated from Cornell University the same year | joined
Cayuga's Waiters, a men's triple quartet. So, it was only in much
later years that | met Dana, when some of the group's alums got
together to serenade reunion classes each June. | remember Dana
for his fine second tenor voice, his calm, gentlemanly demeanor,
and his sense of humor. He and | would often hang out together at
the reunion beer tents--- always the tent that offered swing tunes
from the '40s and '50s--- after our singing had ended for the
evening. Dana was always good company. | remember sharing
happy memories of our times at Cornell, and having many a laugh
together. He always spoke lovingly of his family, which appeared to
be the central focus of his life. May Dana rest in peace.

Donald H. Morgan, M.D> - March 03, 2020 at 06:05 PM

Dana was my closest friend when we were young.After college,
marriages, etc. we had much less contact but renewed that
friendship in these past 10 years with the help of the internet. We
remembered our youth,sent jokes to one another and discussed life,
politics, and many other subjects.We met for lunch, after many
years, in Newtown Square. Shortly after that, Dana mentioned his
health issues. Our conversations continued and | cherished them.|
was, nonetheless shocked and greatly saddened when | read the
news yesterday. My deepest sympathies go out to Gretchen and
family, and also to David, who knew both myself and my sister
Ellen. | hardly knew Linda but she and my brother Richard were
good friends in their youth. Fred Olson

Fred Olson - February 27, 2020 at 10:18 AM



My sincerest condolences on the loss of a wonderful human being. |
only knew Dana from a forum we both belonged to. He was a
sharing caring member. As you all know he would go beyond
expectations to help others. He is missed. My prayers are for him
and his family. God rest his soul.

Geewhiz - February 26, 2020 at 10:33 AM



