
Dolores J. Kephart
April 22, 1933 - December 30, 2006

Dolores J.Kephart, May 22, 1933 -December 30, 2006. Loving, gentle, kind,
self-effacing, intelligent, and generous: Lore Kephart exemplified these
qualities, and lived a life that was both beautiful in itself and brought beauty to
the lives of her family and her enormous circle of friends. Lore grew up in SW
Philadelphia, was president of her class at Bartram High School and a
devoted member of Southwestern Presbyterian Church for which, later in life,
she had commissioned a stained glass window. After devoting herself
completely to raising three gifted children, she developed and discovered
aspects of herself that had long been deferred, among them the ability to
generate braille documents. Then, overcoming untold physical adversity, Lore
commenced her college education in 1980. Six years later, she graduated as
valedictorian of the Villanova University undergraduate class of 1986. Lore
then worked tirelessly through Villanova and through the Bryn Mawr
Presbyterian Church to improve the public's appreciation of history and world
affairs. She founded the Villanova University Student History Journal, which is
still being published annually. Through the church's Presbyterian Women's
organization, she conducted for nearly twenty years a monthly Great
Decisions course under the auspices of the Foreign Policy Association, mostly
at Rosemont Presbyterian Village. She was well-loved and appreciated for her
lectures, and for her ability to attract a series of very distinguished speakers.
In December 2004, she celebrated the publication of her book, "Paths to
Prayer - A Little Book of New Testament Devotions"; a followup book is



planned for publication in late 2007. Lore was a prolific but unheralded
philanthropist, fundamentally improving the lives of many people from all
walks of life through her own gifts of money, energy, and creativity, and by
encouraging and inspiring charity in others through Bryn Mawr Presbyterian
and other channels. 

 

Lore, who was struck down by severe illness during the last few months of her
life, is survived by her adoring husband of 50 years, Kep, her three children -
Jeff, Beth and Janice - and six grandchildren. A memorial service in
celebration of her life will be organized at a later time. In lieu of flowers,
contributions may be sent to Rosemont Presbyterian Village or to the "Stop
Child Abuse Now" organization. 
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Dearest Kephart family: 
 
I am so terribly sorry to hear of your loss. Lore was one of a kind.
Personally, I was in awe of this wonderfully gifted woman. Although
she never would have guessed. She treated me with respect and
encouragement -- as if I were one of her peers.. Believe me, I am
far from the genius she was. I was not in her league at all. She
never made me feel that this mattered. She was always interested
in what myself and/or my family was doing. Kep, I see what my
mom is going through and it's going to be tough. But you'll make it
through with your friends and family. Jeff, Beth and Janice, I have
not lossed my mother, but I lost my best friend last March with the
passing of my father. It's so hard. But I'm making it, and you all will
too. Best of all, you have each other. Hold on to that. The strengh it
will give you will be such a blessing. You're in my thoughts, heart
and prayers. God bless all of you now and forever. Love to you all. 
 
With deepest sympathy, 
 
Kathy Snider-Broll and Dave Broll##imported-begin##Kathy Snider-
Broll##imported-end##


