
Graham R. Mitchell
September 14, 1938 - February 27, 2021

It is with a heavy heart that we announce the passing of Graham R Mitchell on
Feb. 27, 2021, from complications related to the coronavirus. He is survived
by his wife Patricia of Wallingford, PA, daughter Claire Mitchell Clark and her
husband Tony, his son Iain Mitchell and his wife Adriana, grandson Julian
Clark, granddaughter Sophia Clark, his sister Hilary Clark, niece Nancy, and
nephews Paul, Stuart and Richard. His parents David and Doris Mitchell are
deceased. 

Graham was a kind, generous, sensitive, and loving man, curious about many
things in this world, eager to explore new ideas and meet new people. He was
a lover of all the arts, music most among them, and enjoyed both
Shakespeare and Benny Hill. He worked hard for his family and was a great
provider. 

Born Graham Richard Mitchell in Oxford, England in 1938 to David and Doris
Mitchell, Graham was raised in Oxford and west London, UK. He met Patricia
at the Chandos Public House in Trafalgar Square, London, and they were
married in 1963. Their daughter Claire and son Iain followed several years
later. 

Graham received his PhD from London Polytechnic (Westminster University)
in electrical engineering/plasma physics in 1967, then immigrated with



Patricia, Claire and Iain to Philadelphia in 1968 for an employment opportunity
at the General Electric Company. In addition to General Electric in
Philadelphia and Schenectady, NY, Graham worked for GTE Sylvania in
Waltham, MA, US Dept of Commerce in Washington, DC, the Wharton School
at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, and finally Lehigh University
in Bethlehem, PA. The highpoint in Graham’s career was his appointment as
Assistant Secretary for Technology Policy at the Department of Commerce in
the Clinton Administration. 

 

In many respects, Graham’s immigration to the US was an escape from the
class and economic constraints of 1960s England. Like many, he found
success in the United States. A child of wartime Britain, Graham rejected
fascism, and maintained a deep irreverence towards nationalism under any
flag. Similarly, he was dismissive of dogma where he sensed it. He loved his
wife Patricia deeply, and created a strong relationship with his children, to
whom he was father and friend. They spent many happy hours together
messing around in boats, whether canoeing in the Pine Barons or sailing on
Lake George. He loved the sportsmanship and camaraderie of rugby, which
he played from the age of 14 until over 50, first in London and then throughout
the East Coast of the US. He was a raconteur and loved interacting with all
types of people, entertaining with tales of history or extended jokes. 

Graham made the world a better place. To his credit, and to our benefit, he
brought peace, love, laughter, and understanding. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider making a contribution to The Settlement
Music School (https://settlementmusic.org/give-now). A memorial service has
been postponed until further notice.



Tribute Wall

PM

paul male - March 27, 2021 at 09:55 PM

the three British Americans at Bill and Jane goods house on 4th of
July South Boston - Graham was a great man and will be missed
always loved the Marathon day parties at heartbreak hill - God
Bless You Graham



HC

Helen Chabot - March 07, 2021 at 02:21 PM

We are deeply saddened at the passing of our dear family member
Graham, and we offer condolences to Patricia and all her family and
to Graham's relatives in the UK. Words cannot adequately portray
his wonderful presence in our lives. 

  
A pioneer “Brit” who moved to embrace a new life in America, he
went on to inspire a generation of family immigrants from the UK to
also travel across the “pond”. 

  
His successful career progressed from, General Electric, to
Assistant Secretary of Commerce in Washington, and on to
teaching at the Wharton School. Yet throughout his strenuous
business and academic life he always had time for his family and
friends, his love of rugby, sailing, classical music and good jokes. 

  
We will miss him greatly, but he will always be in our hearts. Until
we meet again, rest in peace Graham. 

  
With love, 

 Helen and Ron Chabot

RD

Ron Doyle - October 26, 2022 at 10:44 AM

It's with a very heavy heart that I have just found out about the passing
of Graham. I met him and his wife Patricia through rugby. He was like
the older brother I never had. A brilliant man, yet so unassuming. I
knew him for 7 years before it came out he was "Dr Mitchell". 
 
Pat, sorry for your loss. Our condolences to Claire and Iain. We all
miss him... 

  
Ron and Nancy Doyle


