Joanne Alfano Baker
December 20, 1953 - November 22, 2021

On Monday evening, November 22nd, Joanne Alfano Baker of Radnor, PA
died as she had lived, with her beloved husband Stephen by her side. Joanne
was born December 20th, 1953 to Sarah and Charles Alfano in Pottsville, PA.
The second of three daughters, Joanne was raised in Abington, PA,
distinguished herself early as a voracious reader and natural student, and
studied English at St. Joseph’s University in Philadelphia on full merit
scholarship. At the time of her graduation from St. Joe’s summa cum laude in
1975, Joanne was a member of only the fifth graduating class at the
University to include women, the first but not the last time she was a pioneer.
After college, Joanne matriculated to Villanova Law School; there, she edited
the law review and belonged to the Order of the Coif. It was at Villanova that
Joanne began to date - and six weeks thereafter became engaged to - her
husband Stephen, the cornerstone of her life from that point on. After her
1978 graduation magna cum laude from Villanova, Joanne began her legal
career at Duane Morris LLP in the firm’s corporate law practice, one of few
female attorneys at the firm; in 1984, after the birth of her only child and
daughter Sarah, Joanne left Duane Morris, taking up a position as an adjunct
instructor at Villanova Law School, serving as Chief Clerk to Judge Phyllis W.
Beck of the Superior Court of Pennsylvania, and ensuring that Sarah was
never the last to be picked up from school. At the end of her career, she
served as a consultant on legal giving to the Independence Foundation of
Philadelphia. She retired from her professional activities in 2007 but



maintained her legal license for some years and concern for justice always,
volunteering her time and talent at the Women’s Resource Center in Wayne,
PA for many years. For Joanne, there was no place like home, no pleasure
like dinner table conversation with her husband, and nothing more important
to her than her little family. The 2017 birth of her grandson Cover and 2021
birth of her granddaughter Alice were among the greatest delights of her life.
Joanne is survived by her husband Stephen Clinton Cover Baker, daughter
Sarah Diane Alexandra Baker (Scott Andrew Adams), grandchildren Arthur
Cover Baker-Adams and Alice Pearl Baker-Adams, and sisters Paula (the late
Gerald) Kin and Charlene (Douglas) Crowell. Joanne was predeceased by her
parents, Sarah and Charles Alfano. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that
memorial gifts in Joanne’s name be made to The Episcopal Academy c/o Jen
Fifer, 1785 Bishop White Drive, Newtown Square, PA 19073 or online. A
memorial service in honor of Joanne’s life will be held in the Class of 1944
Chapel at The Episcopal Academy on Saturday, December 11th, at 11am.



Previous Events

Memorial Service

DEC 11. 11:00 AM (ET)

Class of 1944 Chapel at Episcopal Academy
1785 Bishop White Drive
Newtown Square, PA



Tribute Wall

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Joanne Alfano Baker.

December 09, 2021 at 12:22 PM

Love Chris and Tim purchased the Beautiful Whis
per for the family of Joanne Alfano Baker.

Love Chris and Tim - December 07, 2021 at 07:37 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Joanne Alfano Baker.

December 02, 2021 at 10:41 PM



https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1460&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1460&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1460&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Joanne was one of the first volunteers | met when | started at the
Women's Center.

She was friendly, kind, and caring, and filled with good advice about
how to navigate the help line. She had wonderful stories about her
family and her career, and she always asked about my family, even
offering helpful career advice for my daughter. At the beginning of
Covid, Joanne thoughtfully gave us all the name of a tailor she had
discovered who was making masks. At our meetings, Joanne
always had a smile, and always asked our speakers insightful
questions. | am so very sorry to hear of her death; She will be
missed.

Lori Siskind
Lori Siskind - December 02, 2021 at 04:02 PM
Charlene and Doug Crowell purchased the Peac

eful White Lilies Basket for the family of Joanne
Alfano Baker.

Charlene and Doug Crowell - December 02, 2021 at 01:15 PM

Joyful Memory was purchased for the family of
Joanne Alfano Baker.

December 02, 2021 at 12:17 PM


https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1385&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1385&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Rose Romanesque Bouquet was purchased for
the family of Joanne Alfano Baker.

November 30, 2021 at 04:53 PM

Your friends at Women's Resource Center
purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the
family of Joanne Alfano Baker.

Your friends at Women's Resource Center - November 29,
2021 at 02:30 PM

I have so many wonderful memories of the Baker family. Who knew
our daughters would become such great friends when they met at
Montessori preschool at 2-1/2! We shared common experiences as
we built our careers and watched our daughters grow into beautiful
young women. Even though we were far apart, our daughters kept
me updated on your lives. | am deeply saddened to learn of
Joanne's death. "Grief only exists where love lived first." Lisa Raub

Lisa Raub - November 29, 2021 at 08:31 AM


https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1449&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1449&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

