Joseph Farnand Paquette Jr

August 24, 1934 - August 21, 2024

Joseph Farnand Paquette, Jr (“Hoppy” “Pop Pop”), 89, of Gladwyne, PA died
peacefully on August 21, 2024 at his home at Waverly Heights. He was the
devoted husband of Ellin Louise Brush Paquette for 54 years, before she
passed away in 2013.

Mr. Paquette was born in Norwood. MA in 1934 to Joseph F & Marie (Dornig)
Paquette. He graduated from Walpole High School, Walpole, MA and then
went to Yale University on a full academic scholarship, graduating in 1956 with
a Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering. He later completed courses in
finance, accounting, and economics at Temple University’s Evening Graduate
School.

Immediately after graduating from Yale, Mr. Paquette was hired by the
Philadelphia Electric Company (PECOQO) as a Junior Engineer. He was
appointed Manager of its Financial Division in 1969, Controller in 1971,
Manager of Finance & Accounting in 1972, and Vice President of Finance &
Accounting in 1978. In 1986 Mr. Paquette left PECO to become Executive
Vice President and Chief Financial Officer of consumers Power Company,
Jackson, MI. In 1987 he was elected President of CMS Energy Corporation
and President & Chief Operating Officer of its principal subsidiary, Consumers
Power Company. Mr. Paquette rejoined PECO Energy in March 1988 as
President and Chief Operating Officer, and in April 1988 was elected



Chairman and Chief Executive Officer. His financial skill and foresight was
instrumental in guiding the company through very difficult years of
restructuring and cost cutting. It was during this time that he earned the
nickname “Joe Paycut”. He initiated company wide pay cuts, starting with his
own salary. His hard decisions led the company through turbulent years of
deregulation in the energy industry, building the foundations of new leadership
that led to the current success of PECO (Excelon) He retired in 1997 as
Chairman of the Board of PECO Energy Company.

As much as he loved his career, that was far overshadowed by his devotion to
family. He kept a long standing promise to Ellin that he would retire early
enough to fully enjoy life and spend time with children and grandchildren. Joe
and Ellin spent many years traveling the world, including taking each of their
eight grandchildren on individual special trips. They had vacation homes in
Avalon, NJ and Vero Beach, FL where many wonderful memories were made.
His children and grandchildren adored him as much as he loved them. He had
a special relationship with each and every one of them.

Joe was heartbroken when he lost Ellin in 2013. They were married in 1958
and raised three children in Abington, PA. He found strength and healing by
doubling down on love and devotion to family, experiencing the joy of a
growing family and a fourth generation of babies. He was thrilled to
experience weddings over the ensuing years and was the proud great-
grandfather of ten. He continued to live life to the fullest. He enjoyed tennis in
his younger years, and transitioned to golf after retirement. One of his
passions of life was any competitive card game. He learned Cribbage in
college and continued playing until recently, helping to establish a Cribbage
group at Waverly. He became a very good Bridge player late in life, and never
turned down a game of Hearts, Gin Rummy, or Poker. He spent the Winter
season in Vero Beach, FL until a few years ago, and his beloved home in
Avalon, NJ, “Sand Spur” is now owned by his daughter Alex and her husband



Paul.

Joe was an exceptional husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather.
He was a devoted friend and mentor to so many, and will be greatly missed.
His friends who sadly passed before him are too numerous to count.

Mr. Paquette was a former member of the Philadelphia Country Club ,
Huntingdon Valley Country Club, Merion Cricket Club, the Union League, and
the Moorings in Vero Beach, FL. He was a lifelong Catholic, attending St John
Vianney parish for many years.

He was a past Chairman of the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce,
and former director of the Greater Philadelphia Urban Affairs Coalition,
Greater Philadelphia First, the Pennsylvania Chamber of Business and
Industry, the Center City District, the American Red Cross- Southeastern
Pennsylvania Chapter, and the United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania. Mr.
Paquette is a former Chairman of the Edison Electric Institute (EEI), and
former Board member of the Institute of Nuclear Power Operations (INPO).
He was a former member of the Board of Directors of AAA Mid-Atlantic Inc,
the Mid Atlantic Insurance Company, Mercy Health System, Drexel University,
First Pennsylvania Bank, First Pennsylvania Corporation, Meridian Bancorp
Inc, Abington Memorial Hospital, and the Associated Gas & Electric Services
(AEGIS)

Mr. Paquette is survived by his son Christopher H. Paquette of Abington, Pa,
his daughters Mary Alexandra (Paul) Anastasio of Camp Hill, Pa and Ellin
Paquette (F. Christian) Haab of Gladwyne, Pa. He was the beloved
grandfather of Joseph (Christie), Nicholas (Janine) and Peter (Meghan)
Anastasio; Lauren (Michael) Hickman, Christopher Jr (Jessica). and William
(Melissa) Paquette, and Lara (Herman) and Eric Haab. Proud great-



grandfather of Addison, Taylor, Lucas, Jacob, Reese, Colin, Josie, Ellin,
Charlotte, and Evelyn. He is the son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F
Paquette, of Walpole, MA. He was predeceased by his brother Edward F
Paquette; surviving also are loving sisters-in-law Peggy (Richard) Webster of
Vero Beach, FL., Catherine (Michael) Pagel of Coeur D’Alene, 1D,
Barbara(Michael) McLaughlin of Sellersville, PA. , Arlene Paquette of Boston,
MA, and ten nieces and nephews. Martha Moore of Vero Beach, Fl was a
devoted friend, travel companion and bridge partner.

The family especially wishes to thank the devoted and loving caregivers and
staff of Waverly Heights. He was never alone in his final years, and they
grieve along with us.

A visitation will be held on Thursday August 29th from 9am to 10:45 am at St
John Vianney Church, 350 Conshohocken State Rd, Gladwyne, PA, 19035,
followed by a Funeral Mass at 11am.

Joe lived a life rich in generosity and giving. His philanthropy was a quiet and
unheralded part of his life. He instructed his grandchildren to donate to
charities instead of giving him gifts. In lieu of flowers, the family has requested
that donations be made in his honor to Waverly Heights Foundation,
“‘Employees Appreciation Fund” 1400 Waverly Road, Gladwyne, PA 19035



Previous Events

The family will receive guests

AUG 29. 9:00 AM - 10:45 AM (ET)

St John Vianney Church

350 Conshohocken State Rd
Gladwyne, PA 19035

(610) 642-0938

Funeral Mass

AUG 29. 11:00 AM (ET)

St. John Vianney Church
350 Conshohocken State Rd.
Gladwyne, PA



Tribute Wall

-

Chadwick and McKinney Funeral Home created a Joseph Paquette
Funeral Mass in memory of Joseph Farnand Paquette Jr

CHADWHE & WO INNEY
FUNERAL HOME

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased
for the family of Joseph Farnand Paquette Jr.

August 26, 2024 at 03:26 PM

Aunt Di, Stacy, Steph, Susan and Jen planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Joseph Farnand Paquette Jr.

Aunt Di, Stacy, Steph, Susan and Jen - August 26, 2024 at 03:26 PM
Fred and June Teufel purchased the Beautiful in

Blue for the family of Joseph Farnand Paquette
Jr.

Fred and June Teufel - August 26, 2024 at 08:06 AM


https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Fred and June Teufel planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Joseph Farnand
Paquette Jr.

Fred and June Teufel - August 26, 2024 at 08:06 AM

| was so sorry to read of Joe’s passing. He and | worked closely
together when he was CEQO of PECO and | was CEO of Bell
Atlantic.

He was one of the nicest and most effective executives I've ever
known. My sincere sympathies to his wonderful family.

Bill Harral

Bill Harral - August 25, 2024 at 07:41 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Joseph Farnand Paquette Jr.

August 23, 2024 at 12:54 PM

Dina and Dave McCormick planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Joseph Farnand
Paquette Jr.

Dina and Dave McCormick - August 23, 2024 at 12:54 PM


https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

We love you dad. You are my hero! xoxo Chris

Christopher Paquette - August 22, 2024 at 04:53 PM

| first met Joe when he moved into the neighborhood in Wyncote as a
roomer in Mrs. Harris' house. She was a widow whose husband had
worked with Thomas Edison. My last memory of Joe is his wedding to
Ellin. I moved away in 1959 but I'll never forget their wedding day.

Cindy Ehrenzeller - August 22, 2024 at 08:16 PM

Joe was an impressive executive who made hard choices while
expertly steering his company through a very difficult time. He did
things that needed to be done even if they didn’t always make him
popular. | had a few interactions with him throughout my career and
came away feeling like he was a tremendously capable person, and a
genuinely good guy to boot.

Ken Cutler - August 23, 2024 at 07:07 AM

| was very lucky to have my cousin Joey living right across the street.
He was like my “Big brother “, my real brothers are younger than me.
We had many family gatherings - Christmas Eve shenanigans, Easter
egqg hunts, and Dornig family gatherings .Joey taught me how to cross (
Rt1A)Main St in Walpole and make it to his driveway safely- stop, look
both ways, look both ways again ,no cars run across the street. So
many memories but that Big Smile will always pop up,in my mind
whenever | think of him. How lucky we all were to have had him in our
lives.

Kind, gentle, caring the words that | use to describe my cousin Joey.

Patty ODonnell - August 24, 2024 at 01:52 PM

I am so sorry | can’t make it to Joes service. Geographical distance,
but | did have a wonder visit with him last October. Joe was my big
brother, being one of 4 girls. He is not only his kids big hero, but he
was mine too. How lucky | was to have this man touch my life. @ ¢z

Catherine Pagel - August 25, 2024 at 11:56 AM



Joe and | started at Philadelphia Electric at about the same time. |
have fond memories about Joe. | remember when he told me that he
had met a fine young lady at the train station. Yes, it was Ellin. May he
rest in peace.

Bill Sundermeir

William F. Sundermeir - August 28, 2024 at 09:35 AM



