
Mary Packard Billings
Hummeler
December 19, 1922 - November 6, 2022

Mary Packard Billings Hummeler, known as Molly by her friends, died
peacefully at home on November 6, 2022. 

 

Molly was born Mary Packard Billings on December 19, 1922 to Dr. Arthur
Eugene Billings and Mary Farnum Packard Billings. Molly grew up in
Villanova, PA in the same house where she lived at the time of her death. She
grew up close to both sets of grandparents and the extended Packard family
and went to local schools, including Agnes Irwin School for grades 7 through
12. The year after she graduated from Agnes Irwin School, she spent a year
at school in New Mexico before returning to Villanova. She had several jobs
including one working in a law office. She spent summers in the Adirondacks,
first at her grandparents’ camp on Upper Saranac Lake and then, just up the
shore, at the camp built by her mother, called Camp Innisfree. 

She met her husband Dr. Klaus Hummeler at a dinner party at a mutual
friend’s house. When Molly used a book of matches that said “Camp Innisfree”
Klaus recognized the reference from his study of English Literature at Oxford,
and they got to know each other talking about the William Butler Yeats poem.
Their first date was a visit to Valley Forge which remained a special place to
them throughout their lives. Molly and Klaus were married in the late 1950s at
the Church of the Ascension on Upper Saranac Lake, New York and had their
wedding reception at Camp Innisfree. Molly and Klaus remained married until



Klaus’ death in 2002. They enjoyed sailing on Upper Saranac Lake in their
boat the “Mary Deare”, and visits to their house in Scotland. Molly also
enjoyed visits to see her father’s family in North Carolina. Molly was an avid
reader and lifelong learner, taking courses well into her 80’s in such diverse
subjects as Organic Chemistry and Advanced German Conversation at
universities near Villanova. She was adept at playing several instruments, the
guitar being her favorite. She spent many days sketching in and around the
parks she and her husband loved. Molly was kind and gentle and unfailingly
polite. She was a great lover of the natural world and all the plants and
animals that inhabited it. She was active in efforts to conserve land, especially
in Villanova. 

 

Molly’s beloved nephew Thomas Billings predeceased her. She is survived by
her stepdaughter Deborah Dunning and husband Jeremy Dunning and their
family as well as Molly’s niece Ann Colony and her husband George Colony,
nephew Stephen Billings and his wife Sandra Billings, nephew James Billings
and his wife Mary Billings, nephew Thomas Billings’ wife Despena Billings and
11 great nieces and nephews. 

Her Funeral Service will be held on Thursday November 17th. at 11 AM in
Church of the Redeemer, Bryn Mawr, PA, with burial to follow in the
Churchyard. 

 

In lieu of flowers, gifts in Molly’s name may be made to The Lower Merion
Conservancy, 50 Lapsley Lane, Merion Station, PA 19066. lmconservancy.org
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john lloyd - January 04, 2024 at 11:00 AM

Molly was a client of mine for over 30 years. She was one of about
4500 on the Main Line and she was by far the kindest, most gentle
person I've ever met. She never once failed to ask about my wife
and kids by name, she was always so thoughtful and interested in
our lives and she really meant it. She will be missed by many I am
sure!!! John Lloyd

Nick Dunning - November 16, 2022 at 05:30 PM

Molly was always an excellent grandmother for us and always was
very interested in how we were doing.

Abby Panfil - November 16, 2022 at 02:25 PM

Grandma Molly has always held a special place in my heart. At a
young age something drew me to her. I cannot tangibly describe it
but there was a light I saw in her that made me feel welcome,
accepted and loved. I was lucky enough to attend her 90th birthday
which was a joyous occasion. She held my hand the entire event
and could not wait me to introduce her as her granddaughter. I felt
honored and proud of the way she walked from table to table
ensuring everyone knew her granddaughter was in town. It was a
wonderful day I remember fondly. She was intelligent, thoughtful
and kind. Grandma Molly will be missed greatly. Love Abby
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Katherine Dunning - November 15, 2022 at 05:49 PM

Molly was my step-grandmother, my mom Deborah's step-mother. I
knew her to be kind, gentle, brilliant, and a constant lover of nature.
She also had a bit of a mischievous streak in her, which I loved.
Once, when mom and I were visiting her, we were downstairs by the
kitchen. Mom went upstairs to get something or other, and when
she was out of sight, Molly said with a little spark in her eyes, "Let's
have a drink!" She then quickly made us each an Apple Jack
(brandy and apple juice) and we toasted and drank quickly before
mom came back down. It was like we were teenagers sneaking a
sip of wine from our parents' collection, just to try it. That's one of
my favorite memories of Molly, and the Apple Jack is still one of my
favorite cocktails. She was a good person, with a good heart and
soul, and she made the world a better place when she was here.
She will be missed very much.

JS
Jannell Sharp-Green - November 16, 2022 at 01:42 PM

Lovely 

November 15, 2022 at 05:23 PM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Mary Packard Billings Hummeler.

https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chadwickmckinney.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

